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CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 4753 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFORMOXF 

SUBJECT: MOROCCO S CALL FOR MEETING OF ARAB FOREIGN 
AND DEFENSE MINISTERS 

REF: RABAT 4729 

1. ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL MOROCCAN NEWS AGENCY (MAP) 

OCT 26, ARAB COUNTRIES HAVE RECEIVED WITH GREAT INTEREST 
KING HASSAN'S PROPOSAL, ADDRESSED TO ALL ARAB KINGS AND 
CHIEFS OF STATE THAT ARAB FOREIGN AND DEFENSE MINISTERS 
MEET TO EXCHANGE VIEWS AND REACH COMMON POSITION ON MID- 
EAST ISSUES. MAP REPORTS THAT SEVEN ARAB STATES, JORDAN, 
KUWAIT, LEBANON, OMAN. QATAR, SAUDI ARABIA AND SYRIA, 

HAVE AGREED TO PROPOSAL, AND THAT EGYPTIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
ZAYYAT, IN SPEECH AT UN, HAD EXPRESSED INTEREST IN IT. 

NO REACTION HAS YET BEEN REPORTED FROM OTHER MAGHREB 
STATES. 
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2. OFFICERS OF TWO EMBASSIES HERE WHOSE GOVERNMENTS 
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HAVE REPORTEDLY ACCEPTED PROPOSAL HAVE TOLD US THAT KING'S 
MESSAGE WAS TRANSMITTED TO ARAB CAPITALS VIA EMBASSIES 
HERE WITH NO ADVANCE CONSULTATION BETWEEN AMBASSADORS 
AND MOROCCAN FOREIGN MINISTERS. AMBASSADORS WERE SIMPLY 
SUMMONED FOR MEETING AT FOREIGN MINISTRY AND GIVEN MESSAGE 
AT SAME TIME AS IT WAS RELEASED TO PRESS. BOTH SOURCES 
COMMENTED THAT CONFERENCE MIGHT IN FACT TAKE PLACE. 

NEUMANN 
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